
























































New Advisory Board Members

Marlene Benson is a retired Special Agent (SA) with the FBI. In her 21-year career, she
served as case agent on multiple complex investigations, including Mexican and
Eurasian Organized Crime (OC) and Counterterrorism matters. She served on the OC
Task Force in Budapest, Hungary, as an Assistant Legal Attaché in Moscow, Russia,
and Thilisi, Georgia, and was a member of the Counterterrorism (CT) Division’s Fly
Team, collaborating with CT professionals around the world. She was a certified
undercover employee and assisted in OC and gang investigations. Her career with the
FBI culminated in firearms as an instructor of New Agent Trainees. During the course
of her work at the FBI, Ms. Benson served as an informal recruiter and mentor to
dozens of New Agents.

Bruce Alexander Joined Operation Homefront in January 2018 and leads all
communications and external outreach efforts for Operation Homefront. His team
captures, curates, and promotes the many stories that show just how Operation
Homefront helps build strong, stable and secure military families. Bruce, a retired Air
Force officer of 25 years and a graduate of The Citadel, Central Michigan University
and the Harvard University Senior Fellows Program, is an accomplished,
award-winning communications professional who most recently served as Director of
Communications for the Food and Nutrition Service at the US Department of
Agriculture. In this capacity, he was a key member of the National Board of Directors
for the Combined Federal Campaign. As the former Director of Public Affairs and
Director of Staff at Andrews AFB, Deputy Commander for the Operations Group at
Bolling AFB and Services Squadron Commander at Charleston AFB, Bruce shares
Operation Homefront’s passion to give military families the opportunity to thrive, not
simply struggle to get by, in the communities they worked so hard to protect.

On March 7, 2018, Macon native Tilman E. “Tripp” Self, I1I was appointed to serve as a United
States District Court Judge for the Middle District of Georgia.

Judge Self attended The Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina, on Army ROTC and
Citadel Scholar scholarships. In 1990, he received his B.S. in Business Administration,
graduating summa cum laude as The Citadel’s top business graduate and 9th overall from a
class of 516.

In 2006, Judge Self ran for an open seat on the Superior Court for the Macon Judicial Circuit,
which covers Bibb, Crawford and Peach counties. Judge Self began his first term on the
Superior Court bench on January 1, 2007, making him the third successive generation of his
family elected to serve as a judge in Bibb County. In 2010 and 2014, the voters of the Macon
Judicial Circuit returned him to office without opposition. In 2014, Judge Self became the
Chief Judge of the circuit, assuming responsibility for the Circuit’s administrative functions in
addition to his normal caseload. Later that year, with the help of the Circuit Public Defender
and District Attorney, Judge Self created the Macon Judicial Circuit Veteran’s Treatment
Court. This special court was created to serve the unique needs of veterans who battle
substance abuse and mental health issues who find themselves in the criminal justice system.
During his tenure on the Superior Court, Judge Self presided over 101 jury trials.

On November 9, 2016, Governor Nathan Deal appointed Judge Self to serve as the 83rd Judge
on the Georgia Court of Appeals. Judge Self began his term on January 1, 2017, and served on
that court until his appointment to the federal bench on March 7, 2018.

Would you like to share your news in The Fount?

Contact Jessica Galvin in Capers 104, or at jgalvini@citadel.edu
The Citadel 171 Moultrie St. Charleston, SC 29409 843-953-7477
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